
Honors Biology 

Classroom Information and Policies – 2020-2021  
 

Instructor:   Lisa Rodgers    Office:  L313 

Email:   lrodgers2@cherrycreekschools.org  

Required materials: A honors biology workbook; three ring-binder, pencil, red pen, highlighter, blank 

lined and graph paper, dividers, and calculator. Bring these materials to class daily. 

Course information: 1 year, 1 credit 

Course description: In this class, students will explore relationships between structure and function in 

organisms and the interaction of cells and organisms with each other and their environments. Units of study 

will include ecology, chemistry of life, cellular structure and function, genetics, evolution, classification, and 

human systems. Laboratory activities reinforce concepts and principles presented. This course covers the 

same topics as the Biology and CP Biology programs, but in a greater depth and at an accelerated rate. 

 

Grading: Regardless of the number of points assigned, grades will be weighted as follows: 

Practice/Formative Work  Not included in the grade calculation 

Extensive practice work will be assigned to be completed both in and outside of class. This work is not 

optional, and grades will be reported on PowerSchool for communication purposes. Similarly, work that is 

submitted late will be marked thusly in the grade book.  

 

Summative Assessments    65%  

These are closed-note assessments that include tests, lab practicals, lab reports, projects, presentations and 

other activities where substantial practice and feedback has already been provided. Corrections to most in 

class summative assessments are allowed for additional credit within an appropriate timeframe. To complete 

corrections, students must have no missing formative work that is associated with that assessment. 

 

Midterm exam 15%, Final exam 20% 

A comprehensive midterm and final exam will be administered during the periods scheduled by the school 

administration.  These “common assessments” are identical for all students taking Honors Biology, no 

matter whom their teacher is. No retakes are permitted on common assessments. 

 

*Please note that if we go fully remote, these point distributions may change! Additionally, at-home 

summative assessments are open note and thus do not have retake or correction opportunities. 

 

Assigning semester grades: 

Letter grades will be assigned as specified by the Wolf Call, including +/-, and will be printed on your 

transcript. These grades are not negotiable. There is no extra credit offered. Grades are not rounded: an 89.9 

is a B+ while a 90.0 is an A-. 

 

What should you do if you are absent? 

• Particularly this year, every effort should be made to never miss class. That said, if you are sick, please 

stay home!!! Regular, punctual attendance is the number one best way to be successful in high school. 

Please, work with your parents to schedule meetings and appointments during your off block, before or 

after school.   Athletes, inquire with your coaches if missing class is truly necessary or if you can arrive 

later to a game/practice if you provide alternate travel arrangements. Every minute is important; please 

be in class. I have created a “Generic Late Assignment” in Schoology – if you are absent you can submit 

pictures or scans of your work to that assignment, so you can more easily keep up. 

• Regardless of whether your absence is excused or unexcused, it is your responsibility to identify missed 

assignment(s) using the agenda posted to Schoology. Then, please collect class notes from Schoology 

and/or PlayPosit, determine due dates, and have all work handed in on time.  If you are confused about 

what needs to be done, see your teacher outside of class to make sure you’re on track.  

• Please keep in mind: It is impossible for me to replicate a classroom experience for an absent student. I 

cannot re-teach an entire lesson. Even when excused, it is difficult to recover from an absence.  
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Late work:  

• I hate late work! The scope and sequence of this course is designed in a way that the order of 

assignments is important for your overall success. Completing work late defeats that design. Anytime 

you turn in late work, write “Late Work” at the top of the assignment and place it in the tray. I do not 

accept late work beyond the end of the instructional unit during which it was completed. Grading 

absent/late work is my lowest priority; do not expect your late work to be graded quickly. 

Tardies and whatnot: 

• Being late to class is disruptive and rude. Of course, from time to time, everyone runs a minute or two 

behind schedule. Please sign in on the Tardy sheet if you are late so I can track attendance. Tardies are 

recorded on PowerSchool, and detentions are assigned through the dean’s office if students are tardy 

more than occasionally. Being more than 10 minutes late will result in being marked “Unexcused Late;” 

Being more than 50 minutes late to class will result in being marked “Unexcused.” 

Other rules: 

• Please remove earbuds during class. On occasion, students may listen to music while working. However, 

please ask before plugging in earbuds.  

• We have such little in class time this year, please take care of all personal business during your own time 

(passing periods, off blocks, before/after school). For bathroom needs, one student at a time may leave 

the class during independent work time. Except for true emergencies, students will not be permitted to 

leave class during instructional time. 

• Cell phones need to be stowed during class. If you have a hard time self-monitoring your phone usage, 

please use the “hotel” near the door. If your teacher notices your phone is a distraction, she will insist 

your phone be placed in the hotel. All student phones will be placed in the hotel during closed-note 

summative assessments.  

• No food is allowed in class.  Beverages in containers with lids are acceptable. All beverages must be 

stashed away, untouched, during labs. Students may briefly remove their mask to sip their beverage, 

then promptly put the mask back on.  

• You are welcome to wear hats in class if it does not obstruct my ability to see your eyes. Sunglasses 

aren’t to be worn in class.  

• Backpacks and purses belong on the floor.  Not on the desk, chair, or your lap. 

Safety: 

• As a course involving a laboratory experience, safety must be of paramount importance. Each student 

will be required to submit a signed safety contract prior to being able to participate in any lab. Students 

will be reminded of pertinent safety expectations prior to each lab. There are no warnings: students 

engaging in unsafe behavior will be removed from the classroom immediately and given a zero for the 

lab with no opportunity for make up.  

Academic Dishonesty: 

• All work is independent. While we might share lab data with partners from time to time, and discussing 

our class work with peers is encouraged, copying answers, calculations, portions of lab reports, 

homework assignments or any other work that is to be graded is cheating. Any work handed in that is 

not entirely the work of the student will earn a zero and a dean’s referral. If there is a question regarding 

whether an assignment includes a shared portion, be sure to ask.  

 

 

 

My final request:  

 

We must all be flexible. This school year will be unlike anything any 

of us have ever experienced. We must remain committed to our goals 

of learning Biology, but flexible about how we approach it. Please, be 

kind to yourself, your peers, and your teachers. Please assume a 

positive intent, and gently speak up if something doesn’t seem right. 

We are all doing our best in this unprecedented situation. 


